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"PEOPLE'S TEMPLE INVITES RYAN IN AND NOBODY ELSE," TIM
REITERMAN, SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, NOVEMBER 17, 1978

\*l-
By Tim Relterman
Examiner Ncwi Staff
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... .GEORGETOWN, ; Guyana

'— •

"The People's Temple has Invited

', Rep. Leo Ryan, D-San Mateo, to its

Cjungle
'
mission here but hasn't

*:-

' offered to open the gates to report-

i •groupTof-:-,,'concerned

J* so^alled concerned relatives, orK.iayJ others person who ; may' bo'
|J. traveling -with or associated witb I

(l
_, any ,of those persons,'' .!..,;...•,' I

VrkTB. ' pc,lltlon w»» dated Nov. 9.1 '
''

fc^i™ . ? t?R>""' camcyestcr^/

en or

, relative!,"/ the . congressman '.said/
.-.today.1 ' • . ,. ,-... ' , ,'?"•.

(»< Tho* temple'" also'rrclcased" ,•

t Ryan Is leading a House Intern

I national Relations Committee delev I

. gation [Inquiry info "conditions at *

-. the mission. He said he still has re-~

, celved no, direct communication
from the temple or Its leader, the

'

Rev;, ; Jim . Jone*.^yan" safaHis~'
,fr

invitation came through diplomatic
cMHneh.; "r

; :,.•.. !.

| -^Though 'theMnvitatloo didn't •

/mention the possibility of relatives
'of.'tdmplc members accompanying
■hlm.'Ryan said,. there were strong
'signs that, the dozen former mem
bers and other "concerned rela-

■ lives" were unwelcome. ,'
.
■
.. ' ■ '■ (

i"
. The group was turned away

yesterday from the temple base in '„

this capital' city, an hour's plane

j ride from the Jungle mission near
.',Pj)rtlUltuma.srr,>^. • ;.«.-! , •

;

.,,

■ f ••.Turtherroore.'theUA'Embassy1 ''

m here was presented with a-petition' '
'

[signed by roughly 600\f the 1,100 : '

mission Inhabitants. 'TbeSheading',,rrrr.-T"? : ■ :'..'A< ..»<'
on the (our large pages of slgna< '

..turcs said: .:■• • 1 ilvyCl ••.<.':

........ • - - .

^the relatives started their long

'

■ 'Journey here In hop-es:of hcarlrif

'

.,"" 'haN. from loved one about-'

i\
P

mW on, Cohditlons. The statemen

j, abcled the effort an' escala™".

*JJ*f "."f 5 "™"clo«u campaign 0 f

'•.■ >
■
•
'

The statement said the visit "is

'

'being staged for the purpose of
manufacturing adverse publicity
-.•for the Jonestown community

L hopefully, by- provoking some sort
..of 'Incident." It warned that If

v either, Ryan or the. group tried toj enter . the .mission •• without per
mission' the temple would request
('police protection... ,.. .'. .

"

ti ' .'"'want to sec what Jonestownhas and I dpnt understand why you
^cant^oolt over^my shoulder" he

• told reporters. / '."

I While most of the press corps

, was trying, to avoid expulsion from

. this South American country yes-

.le!Ld.,.£„U-S- Embassy official's
briefed Ryan about the 27,000-acre

, . temple agricultural .project

•
■
•

- In meetings with, U. S. Ambas-:
■sador John R. Burke, consular aide

; Douglas . E.

' Elllcc Jr. and other

I officials, Ryan said, he was remind-
■'ed that; "Mr. Jones Is a private
[-Individual running a private opera-•

tlon'ln a foreign country."

"Resolution of the committee:'
Many of us, the undersigned resi-'

• dents of Jonestown Guyana,. have , ,

fbeen visited -here by friends and '. /'..-.;
!:relatlves. However, we have not ]>':'•■

. Ryan. said:' "I am giving Mr.

[r invited and >do not care to see

'
\
1
/ Jones -every possible opportunity

.Congressman Ryan,' media repre-'1 : 'j'While' weare'herc to address any

f sentatlves, membersof thegroupof ;'' ""A ""-•-•- "and all of us."■-j -- .j» *...* . ...


