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“PROBERS HEAD FOR A RELUCTANT REV. JIM JONES,” TIM
REITERMAN, SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, NOVEMBER 15, 1978
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NEW. YDRK = A congtekslonal delegntlon '-',5 received word that the temple wanted the delegation of

. embarklng today on a long-dwalted journey to Pedples”  Ryan and Rep. Ed Derwinski, R-IL, to be balanced with .
‘Temple's South American mission to check on: the¢ two members of the congressional Black Caucus. The
.welfare of an’ enlmu;d 12001 Us citlzenl ln the Junsle temple also stated that it wanted to choose the pre-
Proi*mhm"*‘ DR LI ' s+, ;) members of the delegation. . -
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“‘Rep.’ "Leo Ryln. D-San Mateo, sald ‘he delegltlon In San Francisco, ump;e ;,,,y, q,,ﬂ,. Gm)nu
“trom.thé House' International Relations Committee'is* *the first he had heard of the visit was In a newspaper
' going ahad with the flight to Guyana tonight, despite , sory. He later said he recelved a statement from the
visit to l‘he mlnlon' was impossible at’  temple that sald in part: *
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¥ '.'hwouldbelmposslblelorurnymmdhh
Tmng thd same ﬂlght iwill be abeut 3. doun company of people to be accommodated at Jonestown --
lormer temple-members and other pérsons {rom thé" a1 this time. We have recelved word hé is hﬂnm»- A
Bay Area‘ who have, relatives- of loved ones at the' whole group there (to)‘start an Incident, provokings
Sagricultural project 7usi ' by ‘the temple under the | media .scene. We know from his owh mouth - hh f
leadership of the controversial Rev. Jim Jones. They . lnlenﬂomarenepuve." et S
are concerned that temple members might be victims.. - - -
fot’ psycbologlcal or“phydctl bondage at the. fembto Ryan's office has been abie to m Laoe and
mlnlon . : e t Garry, but not Jones. “If they set up objections that _
e 3 VT N s - 1% &an't be met without any discussion, the conclusion has ~
| mrg Ing in response to constltuent requem. £ got to be obvious,” Ryan said, “.. . that they are failing
, Ryan said In an Interview yesterday, bours before the‘ to show cooperation with an mmen effort to obtain -
* socalled Coricernied Relmvel group ﬂw here: from . jnrormation. And nm |ndjcates mey hanmethinuo
San-Francisco,., .« Y -;‘,!md& -
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. _“I'intend to find out nbout (the temple's. activities ! 1 am still maklng the asumptlon we can work it

lncgyarm) on the spot,” Ryan duld. “l"lé‘be ulklng&lnth o out." EEENN - £

y the Guyanese government and the U Embassy d 2 : :

l'd like t0 thlk 10 Mr. Jones. - . . e Ryln's delegation wm bave w rely hawlly on me
: g ' cooperation of the Guyanese governmenl and, ult
“. " 'sent him a wire uldng to meel wm: hlm lnd mately of Jones and the temple,' el ; RO

nked him permission to see.and talk with some of the b

' relatives, close to 20 of them. | want to alt down wnh 'rhe congresman and h!s mn have emphukad

.them on a one-to-one basis.” that their visit would be an_ ldeal occasion_for the !

: d eoncems of some rehﬂvu
Ryan said” he” hoped to meet with the templo _templetgalhy the rearsan Y

-

"members elther in Georgetown, Guyana's capital, or at’ - - - - - s '1
"the: temple mission,” Jonestown, an hour's plane ride’ 'n:rough Garry the temple bai stated thateeruh
lnd a ninemile jeep trip away. ,. sectors of the pews media and some reportérs are

mies”of the temple because of reports .
The responses to Ryan's Mre as of yesterday were: gsn:‘dde::d thzn:cc(?unts of Iorml;r members alleging-
.less than encouraging. Two lawyers representing the: -corporal° * punishument’ ‘and” poor living conditions at

temple have given negative replies to his overtures, and: es In both Guyana and the Unlted Sut.
'a statement from the temple set strict conditions and. u_’?flf {a_d_“,t_‘: IS GDERRT N SIEY St 4T

time requirements that don't coincide with plans for - . - Garry has maintained thai even the temple’tm
‘the;trip. ! Vserious detractors would be impressed If they bad the

| opportunity 1o see the project firsthand and to talk o
. First, lawyer Mark Lane, the Kennedv assassina-
tion conspiracy theorist, wrote Ryan a lctter Nov. 6 on memben there. But-there still are guestions about

' M to
behalf of the temple. Lane said the temple has asked ' Whether "P"“e"f,_"j‘,'_m,’ trip will be admi L mt
that he be present during any congressional delegation m"’" Ghdial ; ; B

visit, and he said his schedule precluded that during - ." The temple, which bas' claimed zﬂ.ooo membul.:
November. = - mmmm,\ngdea,s:nmnchéomdanmbe

“You should understand that Jonestown Is a  of other Jocalés in Callfornia-% % . -E .
private community and that, while they appear willing ;f-_‘f’\:e.‘ﬂeva M. J:m: qu.n .: had of the San®

to host your visit there under certain circumstances, ~ - »
courtesy requires that arrangements be made in h"m Housing Authority id the summer of m7

advance o! your visit,” Lane sand, )
“You s ould be informed thal various agencnu ol
the US. gbvernment have somewhst consistently’

pressed the Peoples Temple and sought to interfere-
:r‘;lh.. a religious institution. ] am now exploring that_
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