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“TEMPLE PROBE HITS WRANGLING,” TIM REITERMAN, SAN
FRANCISCO EXAMINER, NOVEMBER 16, 1978

. ci!;"'l'i.n'a R;a(&man :‘ :
; Exammet \cws Shff s 3 -

[ GBORGETOW]\ Guxana —
. Rep.'Leo Rvan and members of his
congressional delegation began

ltalks _with US officials in this
‘South™ American country today in
_their effort to investigate a People's

)Templemmon here.. #5277 .0

RS e ‘ 7

{.-. Ryan, D:San Mateo. met ‘m:
,US Embassy officials before what
hehopamllbea trip through the
‘jungle tq where some 1,200 Amers
mmliveatthelanple%agerun

Al project.. .

‘Heis amompamed bv rohlm-c
‘of some temple members wbo have
complained that members of their
famflies are being kept here ag:unst
thclr wills. -

b \1oanuhile it appoared that a
f.r»rn:ul group of reporters will be
-ajlowed to remain in the country, at
+ Jeast temporarily, despite a night of
bureaucrauc wrangling.

. 'nus reporter and Examiner
photographer Greg Robinson, who
were admitted to the counury upon
arrival last night, were visited
today by an immigration official
who’ altered their passports and
. teduced the length of their sta)

L

Irbm five d3ys to one. o
e " In addnion San Francisco

q.-‘-

- Chronicle reporter Ron Javers was -

detained for 15 hours at the Timeh-
ri Interpational Airport in George-

lown before being released. ‘He
apparently was t held fO( currency

e

\iolalions
. A State Department
‘ambassador to Guyana, believes the

reporters will be given- official.
'c]earanee to enter the conntty.;

" today.-

= A acen

Google

.settlement.

offictal n-
- Washington said John Burke, US.:"

.'.- "Jﬁ v "'M"i

""" Deputy Director of Caritbean

Aﬂail'SJohnanﬁthsidBurkeis'

that the press corps w1
be allowed 10 remain in the country
and that he will do eve)tmng he
anwm:reunt. 3 -~

. N> ~‘“;-‘
Thecua)mesegovemmentb
betieved 1o look favorably on the

People’s Temple, which has beea-
the subject of numerous _accounts.

describing physcial abuse of mem-
‘bers as_ well as ﬂnancul shenani
gm !

R)u s delegaﬁon and thenla-
tjvesbopetobeabletonsltthe
temple’s jungle mission where 1200
North Americans are operating a
massive agricultural project under .

-——— -—— -&._‘.-——‘_.
“ ~

D e

leadership of lhe'Rev Jxm Jona i _'

Se\eral temple membets were
at the airport. for the arrival of
Ryan, House International Rela-
tiops Committee. consultant James
T°_Schollaert; Ryan's -legal "aide, .
Jacqueline Spe»er reiau\-es and t.he
small press cogp&

“The congresnoml group jour
neyed to this bumid South Amert-
can country t0 inquire into the
mission, at a 27.000-acre project

"about an hour's plane ride north ot

here.

Ryan said his visit was prompt
ed by reports that some of the 1,200
Americans may have been physical-
ly or psychologically abused and
may not be free to lea\e the remote

L X TN

His efforts to arrange a visit to
the mission, described as paradise
by temple supporters, have not

been well received .to date. But

Ryan says he is determined. with

the help of US. and Guyanese'

'diplomat.s. to persuade Jones' 10,

grant his request, made with Dearly ’

¢
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20 relatives of the so-called Oon~ for some time without their moth-,
, cerned Relatives Group. -~ S Ty 8 :
AR ' 'l'he temple bas a Parllament--

'th'e' Tmi'ef) :\nn'l):lml?g.d 12;111&"3‘ approved lease to operate an exper-’
* officials, then meet lates thlsbas{' imental agricultural project npear
\mh G nclyff i:ls.. weg . Kaituma. Under it the temple re-.
uyanese officials..i ooy o ponedly can develop_the 27.0(!)

;,i' “’rhe government bas been  acres Of deﬂsely foliated land. -

i very friendly,” .he said en, route.u.,'.'. sum+

‘here. yestérday. I intend to~do . er‘;oilgcwlnat&rgif }f,‘,’mf"c;g; here"r
‘everything I can'to cooperate. IS " 319 resigned. as head of the San!.
_ the same as if they came to the US. ! _Francisco Housing Authonty. intbg i
..and_asked_about 1200_Guyanese_ - " wake of published repdrts aBegingt.
(who ‘“;E’__m a colony In my -“that the. teinple used _corporal:?
country' < _.—;“—~—'7~'”"'- -,punishment and prmsured man-*'

- ments tlu-ough atwrneys Charles. ,propeny e
At that* time the jungle mb-

Garry and Mark Lane that the Ryan ‘-
..visit_would pot be posslble at tb;s slon's population swelled from':
ume. A, " e Wb roughly 150 to more than 1,000. The: .’.

" temple ‘has  sald more than $1: .

’I‘hey say they can‘tseeusnow . million_has been spent to build -

hecause they. are 301 ready,”-the °  housing and a sawmill and plant® -

. congressman said. *] want thém 10 ~orchards and fields in hopes thaty-

*"explain.” Added Speier: *“They've ': the mission will some day make the‘ :
been non-communicative. more ,_project self-sumciem. RERESY

thanan)thmg. __-,‘ TN ..-_’ :
AR G 5.5 70" temple members. ‘the’ !

: .. Ryan révealed that he became~ - project was reported to have been a?-"
“interested in the controversy after .. haven’ in the event of nuclearj ]

. he was -approached by " Robert - “"hojocaust or a fascist takeover lm H
“Sammy” Houst:n. andAssoéxaled j' theUnitedStates.*~_.-.N “‘it ‘i:
era alongume N ;
;’rﬁdphol?gﬂp " , For Guyana, the mlssi‘on. ‘some$ “E

~ = . observers say, .is an' importants - £

Houstons son 805 2 l.emple settlement — an inroad into ther K
member and a former Capuchino’ . country’s relatively undevelopedl .
High School studen;of R)fan‘s died _jungle lnter!or e ;5, ”a Ve z i 2
", . ) ]

in a train yard accident a few years ¥ Roughly ‘90" t of Guy- 4

ago“and young Houston’s two .. .
daughters, Patricla and Judy, re- . ‘ana’s’ ma‘eg 822,500 mpulaﬂon!‘_
portedly have been at the mission * lives-in a iess dense 40-mile coasn‘l

' strip better suited to agrlcnlmre.
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