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tii ;,1-\ #1 STATEMENT: RECARDING VISIT OF VISIT OF LEO RYAIl AND
ol MFIRERS OF "CONCERNED RELATIVES”

"Concerned Relatives,™ an orpanizntion npecifically formed to spearhend
nctivitica apainst Peoples Temple, haa atepped up itn malicloun, year-
round campaipn of lies and harassment of the peoples of the Temple,

The srroup has: how enlisted the support of a.Galifornia Congressman, leo
Ryan (who styles himself ns a “"liberal”, but who voted for military aid
to the Pinochet regime), Mr. Pyan is cominp to Cuyana with the express-
od intention of "visiting our agricultural community of Jonestown,’
ostensibly to "investipace’ the complaints and charges made by the "€on-
crrned Relatives' group, three members of which will accompany him,

Also part of the entourage will be certain members of the news media,

wito have also taken part in the vendetta apninst Jim Jones.

The visit is actually a contrived "media event.” It {s heing stared for

the purpose of manufacturing adverne publicity for.the' Jonestovn carmunitv,

hiopefully by provoking some sort of incident,

‘"his sham investipation is only the latest in a long series of ploys

archeatrated by the anti-Temple faction. some of whom have threatened to:

hire mercenaries to illegally enter Cuyana and invade Jonestown,

Tn ﬂentemhef, civil riplits aetorney Mark Lane and author Donald Freed
vinited Joneatosm to investipate the charpes of ''Concerned Ralatives™

ahont Jim Jonea nnd Peoples Temple. Lane and Freed are founders of the

*oncernad Relattves 18 now actually known pa the "lluman Freedom Ceonter’
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fitireng Commission of Inquiry, a nation-wide organization in the I'nir. .
Ctrtes that has been instrumental in re-openinp inveatipations of 1~
Femedy and Iidnp arsasainationa. They found nll charpes of the "Conee:
hrlatives” against Jim .{O.ﬁe.S..a'tﬂﬂt.Tte_ TPeoples Temple to be completels ¥ -v -~
and reported their findings fully to the news media at press coni.
held in both Ceorgetown and San Francisco. They also concluded that
“Concnrned Nrlatives' are part of a national conspiracy ultimately ainnd
at destroyinp Pcoples Trmple, The Citizens Commisgion of Inguiry, as:
“nrk Lane reported 1n Georgetowvn, is currently preparine a lnws;it that
vi1l name neveral government apencien and individunln {nvelved, and nnk
for damages into the several millions of dollnars,

nd tha Intentlinna
no oone tnienr:nn
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aof the go-called "foncerned Nelatives' group., They had apreed to moct

with Congressman Nyan in Jonestmm, but only on the conditions that 1) 'fr.
"van and hia ataff vould be accompanied by other Conpresspersons more
representative of third world cencerns ('r. Pvan's constituency is all

rhite and well-to=-do); 2) that Mark Lane of the CCT would also come along;
3} that no media and mamhers of "Concerned Nelatives™ wnuld‘participnre.
Thrre econditions wvere refused by Concresaman Nyan, Hr. Ryan hiad oripinally
planned to be accompanied by noteoricusly ultra-conservative Conpgresgsman
Ftrard Nervinski of Illinois, Consequently, the residents of Jonestown have

sirned a statement refusing to see Conpreseman Ryan and those accompaning

him,

The roaldenta af Joneatowun are also putting Conpreasman Tvan and his rroup

on official notice that they will be requesting Guyana pollee protection
in the event that atterpta are made tn enter the Jonestown commuinity apainnt
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Further, Feoples Temple charges that Congressman Ryan and the persro-
traveling trith him { includinp medin representatives) are planning

to misportray Jonestown, Joneatown is hy no stretch of the imapinatler

a "closed society,” On the contrary, the community wishes to make it

clear that 1ita collective refusal to entertain the false

front proup of "Concerned Relatives” {nnd whoever they may use to attcmpe
ta-dtgnify their lies) ia warranted hy the intentions behind their

"elndt," and thelr bintory of substantial nmd malTelonn ant f=Tewpte
activity. Jonestown has always heen an open community, Literally

hundreds of -people, including Guyanese officials, U.S. pevermnment pffic1n1n,
people from many nations, relatives and friends of reasidents, representa-
tives of the press (U.S. and internatienal), film companies, and many more, have
visited Jonestown, Some have remained for extended periods of time. A2l
have recognized and enthusiastically praised the achievements of the novr morve
than 1100 "pioneers™ of all races who have huilt a society of equality

and sharing that has been variously termed a "model of cooperation”, a-
"first-rate example of community 1ife”, and even "a society of the futnre."
However, there are those who for personal or political reasons seel: to
alander this community, TFeoples Temple rejects any chargea that any
residenta in Jonestown aré beinp, or have been in any wny abused, held in
thelr cormunity against their vill, or are’in Guyanardillepgally. We are

not at all surprised or discouraped by these and other liea or co-ordinated
cffnrts that are beinpg made to undermine this community. It is not sur-
priaing, etther, that such efforta would be "dipn{ficd” with the name nf

a 1.8, politician (at some evpense to taxpayers), e note that Conprensmon

un {nvestipationa anm liark Lane and Donald Freed

Pyan {a na huevy rAavorinn
voan 18 covering uj
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are in pursuing them, Mr, Pyan, for example, vote! apainat the reopening
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t.f the investiration into the assassination of Dr, llartin Luther Kin,
vhich the Citirens Cormmigsion of Inquiry lhas sliovm was a conapitacy

"}. the r.n.Io

'Tieraver the efforts of ordinary people to take oontrol over their oun
liven emerpe, they will encounter ruthlens opposition, Teoples Temple,
hovever, 18 confident that such efforte will be recognized for what they

are pnd will not succeed,



